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The great scholar, Gibbon, has told us that every person has two educations, one which he receives from others and one more important which he gives himself.
And thus we see that our annual Dental meetings have a responsibility resting upon them to-day as a profession, to advance the younger men to that degree of scientific knowledge and practical skill, that will not only claim the attention of the medical profession at large, but claim the attention of the scholars of the world. We have, it is true, able writers, learned professors and skilled operators, with perhaps, a fair proportion of members of respectable talents and attainments, and yet we know and realize that there are many in our No one should be allowed to receive a degree upon superficial knowledge. The applicant must earn his degree, and his title to it should be tested by a full and exhaustive examination in all the branches of knowledge with which a dentist should be familiar, for the successful practice of his profession and for the maintainance of an honorable position as a professional upright man.
I hold, however, that any one, who by his industry and perseverance has qualified himself to pass a rigid and satisfactory examination without the aid of colleges, is entitled to take rank in any profession equal to those who more favored by circumstances have been able to avail themselves of the important and to many, the necessary aid, which the colleges afford.
You may take our colleges of to-day or the office of a private preceptor if you please, and have either with a proper organization.
A course of study which carries the student progressively and systematically from one subject to another in a just and natural order and which is followed by minute examinations, that enforces a mental discipline, and which is of incalculable benefit to the student, and one that insures a thorough training in certain branches of dental instruction which could not be acquired under any other system. This training is of special importance in the early years of a student's life and paves the way for the work he has before him in after practice. And the time is not far distant, when every dentist will have to acquire that knowledge of these studies already mentioned before he be allowed to practice, in order that he may be able to impart such knowledge to his patients and those he is brought in daily contact with.
There is a great demand to-day upon the profession 
